SB 1506, SD 1, HD 1, Relating to Instream Uses of Water - Statement for House Committee on Finance Public Hearing - March 21, 1986 by unknown
University of Hawaii at Manoa
Environmental Center
Crawford 317. 2550 Campus Road
Honolulu. Hawaii 96822
Telephone (808) 948-7361
RL:0569B
SB 1506, SD 1, HD 1
RELATING TO INSTREAM USES OF WATER
Statement for
House Committee on
Finance
Public Hearing - March 21, 1986
In most respects the Environmental Center statement on SB 1506, SD 1, a copy of
which is attached, is pertinent to SB 1506, SD 1, HD 1. We address in this statement only
the five changes in the bill identified in the report of the House Committee on Water,
Land Use, Development and Hawaiian Affairs (Rpt. 695).
The first three of those changes represent obvious improvements. The fourth, an
exemption from environmental impact statement (EIS) system requirements provided in
the case of renewals of water leases may be justified as follows:
An EIS would not be necessary to indicate whether or not a reduction in the draft
covered by a lease would be required in the renewal of the lease for compliance with an
in-stream flow standard.
The fourth change (Section 2 of the bill, p. 7), a "drop-dead" clause triggered by the
adoption of a water code should, however, be revised. The act proposed in the bill should
expire with the enactment of a water code only if the water code includes provisions
equivalent to those of the in-stream flow standards law.
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